
Garbage In,
Art Out
One person’s trash is truly
another person’s treasure. Just
ask the students at Dower
Elementary in Lakewood,
who’ve turned waste
prevention and recycling into
an art form. With the guidance
and inspiration of artist Diane
Kurzyna, also known as “Ruby
Re-Usable,” students used
their creativity and imagina-
tion to make art, not trash!

What do you see when you
look into a garbage can? A
water bottle, used spoons and
forks, scraps of
fabric and ribbon,
old wire, wrinkled
candy wrappers,
bottle caps,
buttons, light
bulbs, waste
paper, old jewelry,
a coat hanger, old
tinsel, beads,
string, straws,
aluminum foil, a
popsicle stick, a
torn sock—do you see trash? Not these students. When
these kids look around at their world and into their garbage
cans, they now see the potential for ordinary household
trash to become beautiful works of art.

While mingling over grape juice, crackers, and cheese at
the summer school art show, we asked about what they
liked most about their projects. Dower student Jasmine
said, “It was fun helping our earth instead of wasting
things.” All of the students were proud of their creations.

This experience is so special not only because the
students are rethinking the definition of “garbage,” but also
because they are realizing that each one of them has the
power to make a difference. Now, they are set to prove it
one garbage can at a time. 

Whether you choose to recycle for fun, play, art or to
protect our environment, there is plenty to be done with
the rising piles of garbage we throw out every single day.
With a touch of craft and a dash of style, throw-outs can
become keepsakes.

For more information about having Diane Kurzyna and
her art program, Sustainable Creative Recycled Art
Programs (SCRAP), visit your classroom or school, ask your
teacher to contact Ms. Kurzyna at (360) 352-9530 or at
diane@rubyreusable.com. You’ll also find information at
her website, www.rubyreusable.com

Need an environmental
brain blast?
Would you and your classmates like to increase your
reducing, reusing, and recycling I.Q.? Whatever your interest,
we have everything you need to excite those neurons and
help you become a genius
at protecting our Earth.
We bring the materials
and present lessons in
recycling, natural
resources, water quality,
and much more. Role
playing, hands-on
activities, games, and
simple chemical tests
ensure that you’ll have a
good time and learn a lot
about the environment.
For a complete listing of
lessons offered, teachers,
club leaders, parent-
volunteers, and even
students can visit
www.piercecountywa.org/enviroed.

We also have a lot of great resources available, including
books, science testing equipment for classroom use, a
working worm composting bin, and videos, such as “What
Are We Toxin About?” and “Turning Your Spoils into Soils.”
Teachers and students are welcome to borrow these
materials. For a list of books and other materials in our
library, check out our website www.piercecountywa.
org/enviroed, or contact us at (253) 798-2179 or pcsolid
waste@co.pierce.wa.us.
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Worms love lunch leftovers. When we
visit classrooms, we bring our worm
composting bin along and, upon
request, we can provide all the
supplies that you’ll need to start your
own classroom vermicompost project.





America Recycles!
As part of the America Recycles 2007 celebration, we are
pleased to introduce some programs that we think you and
your parents will find valuable.

Pierce County’s Take It Back Network will provide you with
reuse and recycling options for your old computer
equipment. More information is available at
www.piercecountywa.org/ewaste.

Waste Free Gifts is a website filled with earth friendly gift
ideas, environmentally safe decorating tips, gift wrapping
suggestions, crafts, and much more. Visit
www.wastefreegifts.com.

2Good2Toss.com will help you get rid of
those usable items you may find around
your home, such as appliances, furniture,
toys, carpet, windows, and more. Go
to www.2good2toss.com to post and
browse items that still have life left
in them.

This year, America Recycles
celebrates its 10th anniversary. The
goal of America Recycles is to increase
recycling by reminding people that
recycling is a simple activity which
saves energy, conserves resources, reduces air and water
pollution, and helps create jobs. For more information
about the nationwide celebration of America Recycles
2007, visit www.americarecyclesday.org. At the website,
you’ll be able to pledge your support for recycling and
enter to win prizes.

Fall leaves — friend or foe?
The way some people act, you’d think fall leaves were
dangerous. These folks rush out to remove the leaves from
the lawn and shortly thereafter haul them from the property
or burn them on site. However, fall leaves aren’t the enemy.
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In fact, these leaves can be friends to your lawn, garden, and
soil. Here are some of the ways you can recycle this year’s
summer beauty for the good of next year’s healthy plants:
n Use your mulching mower to shred the leaves onto your

lawn. The small leaf parts will decompose by spring, but,
in the meantime, they will protect your grass roots from
harsh temperatures and provide some valuable nutrients
to your lawn. If you don’t have a mulching mower, you
can simply remove the bagger attachment on your
mower and insert the chute cover (a safety device that
covers the hole where the bagger normally attaches). You
may have to go over the leaves more than once to get
them small enough. Your lawn should look “dusted” with
leaves, but not buried in them.

n Rake a layer of leaves onto your garden or into your
flower beds. Or, pick up leaves with your bagging lawn
mower and put these shredded leaves in a layer onto
gardens and flower beds. Whether the leaves are whole or
shredded, the layer should be no more than 2 or 3 inches
thick. These leaves will serve as a mulch, protecting
helpful insects, bacteria, and fungi from the colder
winter weather and keeping moisture in the soil for your
spring plants. In the spring, mix the decomposing leaves
into the soil to fluff it up with organic matter.

n Compost your fall leaves. Creating compost is easy. Heap
materials in a pile, or place them into a compost bin. Mix
together “brown” and “green” organic waste. Browns
include fall leaves and brush trimmings. Greens include
fresh grass clippings, fresh plant trimmings, cut flowers,
coffee grounds and filters, and tea bags. Keep your
materials about as moist as a wrung-out sponge. Turn or
stir your materials regularly over the next few months.
Your finished compost will look like crumbly soil. Want to
know more about composting? Visit www.piercecounty
wa.org/composting.

n Cart your leaves to the curb or deliver up to one cubic
yard of extra leaves to the Hidden Valley Transfer Station
in Puyallup, the Purdy Transfer Station in Purdy, the
Prairie Ridge Transfer Station in Bonney Lake, or the Key
Peninsula Drop Box in Lakebay. All of the yard waste that
is collected—at the curb and at the transfer stations—
goes to the compost facilities at the Hidden Valley and
Purdy Transfer Stations and is turned into compost
called PREP (Pierce Recycled Earth Products). PREP can
be purchased at Hidden Valley Transfer Station, Land
Recovery’s Sales Road Facility, Purdy Topsoil and Gravel,
Randles Sand and Gravel, University Place Refuse, and
Vern’s Topsoil.
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