
Leave gentle footprints
on the planet
When you walk down a sandy beach or along a damp path in
the woods, you can look back and see
your steps. Each day, by using
natural resources, you leave
behind footprints on our planet.
We call these “ecological
footprints,” and they are the
result of what you buy, how
often and how far you ride in a
car, whether you buy recycled-
content products, how much
electricity you use, and more. 

Each year as we celebrate Earth Day,
which is April 22, we need to give some thought to the size of
our ecological footprints. Could we be doing more to improve
the planet? Could we be doing less that harms it? 

Leave fewer—and gentler—ecological footprints by trying
some of these ideas:
● Buy only what you need and select recyclable and recycled-

content products whenever possible.
● Reuse something that you already have. Don’t buy

replacement pencils, markers, or glue. Find used ones at
home and take them to school instead.

● Give away outgrown clothes or old toys and games.
● Use both sides of every sheet of paper.
● Start recycling at school.
● Plant a tree or a flower garden. 
● Pull some weeds instead of spraying them with chemicals.
● Clean up litter this spring in your neighborhood, on your

school grounds, or at a local park.
● Conserve water. Turn off the water while you brush your

teeth. Fill and chill a bottle of water, rather than running the
tap until the water is cold.

● Turn off lights, TVs,
games, and computers
when you aren’t using
them.

● Replace burned-out
light bulbs with
compact fluorescents.

● Ride your bike and walk
more. Ride in the car
less.

Remember—every day
is Earth Day, so be gentle
with the planet!

Spanaway Elementary students
bring paper recycling to school
Spanaway Elementary,
located just south of
Spanaway Lake, is
working to bring paper
recycling to every
classroom in the school,
and even into the
teachers’ lounge and
workroom!

All the students in the
school are divided into
groups, called “tribes,”
which have students from all different grade levels in them.
Each tribe has chosen a project to work on throughout the year. Two
tribes chose to join together to start a paper recycling program at the
school. With the help of the school custodian and LeMay, Inc. (the
recycling company), they have gathered data on how much paper
could be recycled each week and are now working on ways to educate
their fellow students on how to recycle correctly. It’s important that
paper is recycled correctly so that it doesn’t become contaminated.
Contaminated paper can’t be recycled and has to be thrown away. A
school assembly will kick off the program, and the tribes will hang
posters around the school so everyone will remember what to do.
Way to go, Spanaway Elementary!

If you would like to start a recycling program in your school,
contact the Pierce County Solid Waste Division at (253) 798-2179 or
pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us.

Spring “greening”
This spring, do some spring “greening.” Over the winter, a lot of
trash and litter accumulates at parks and on playgrounds. Now is a
great time to head outside and pick up litter. 

You can organize your own school or park spring cleanup. Pick
a place and time, get bags for trash and recyclables, and invite your
schoolmates or friends. Ask everyone to wear gloves to protect their
hands. We offer assistance and funds, called a litter credit, for
disposal costs to groups that pick up litter. If a school or group is
planning a litter pick-up on school grounds or other public land,
contact Pierce County Responds at (253) 798-4636, or visit
www.piercecountyresponds.org.

Pierce County Responds also supports “CAPE,” the Community
Assistance and Public Education program. If you and your family
would like to organize a neighborhood cleanup, call (253) 798-4636
or go to www.piercecountyresponds.org for information on how
CAPE can help you get it done.
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Congratulations, Pierce
County residents! 
Thanks to your overwhelming response to the County’s new
curbside recycling system, the amount of material being
recycled has increased 57 percent since 2004!

During the spring of 2005, almost all Pierce County
residents with curbside recycling service switched from three
small recycling bins to one
big recycling cart. Besides
the large cart, the biggest
change was that residents
would now be able to
recycle plastic bottles and
paper milk cartons in the
cart. While plastics were
added to the curbside
recycling program, glass
was subtracted. Because
glass containers can break
and make the other
recyclables inside the cart
useless, glass is NOT to be
placed into the large carts.
Glass can be
recycled at one of
the drop-off
centers (see right). 

The new
recycling cart
makes recycling a
lot easier. You just
put everything you
can recycle into
one cart! Inside
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your cart, you can mix all of these recyclables: 
● Metal food and drink cans
● Cardboard (flatten boxes)
● Cardboard egg cartons
● Any paper that isn’t contaminated with food, including

frozen food packaging, cereal and cracker boxes, paper
milk-style cartons, phone books, paperback books,
newspaper and inserts, paper bags, shredded paper, mail,
magazines, catalogs, and copier/printer paper (NO pizza
boxes and NO fast food packaging)

● Plastic bottles and jugs with the neck smaller than the base,
such as pop bottles, milk jugs, shampoo bottles, bleach and
detergent jugs, and even bubble bath bottles

Another advantage of the cart is that it has a lid. As a result,
wind won’t blow lightweight containers and paper around your
neighborhood, and rain won’t soak your recyclable paper. 

Now that recycling is simple and the recycling container is
so big and inviting, county residents are recycling more than
ever! Do you recycle in one of the new carts? We hope so, and if
you do, congratulations! You are part of a program that is really
helping your community and our Earth!

Recycling Drop-off Sites
There are recycling drop-off sites at all the transfer stations, as
well as 23 drop-off sites for glass recycling. For a detailed list of
what materials are accepted, where the sites are located, and
their hours of operation, visit www.piercecountywa.org/
solidwaste.

A wise idea
Recycling helps us use all of our
resources more wisely.
Here’s how:
1. By recycling,

we keep
resources
from going to
waste. Why
would we
want good
and usable stuff
going to waste?

2. Making new
products from recyclables
reduces our use of “raw” materials
(materials and resources that come directly from nature). In
fact, since last June, Pierce County residents have recycled
almost 16,000 tons of newspaper and mixed paper, saving
191,988 trees!

3. Making new products from recyclables creates less
pollution than making them from raw materials. 

4. Making new products from recyclables uses less energy. In
fact, recycling in 2005 saved about the same amount of
energy needed to power 9 million homes for a whole year!

5. Recycling limits our need for landfill space, meaning that
we can use this space for truly unusable items. 

Want to learn more about recycling? Ask your teacher to
invite one of our Environmental Educators to visit your
classroom. Here’s the number to call: (253) 798-2179, or e-mail
us at pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us.

Thanks for doing a great
job! Since we started our
new single-cart recycling
system last June, we have
found that most families are
doing an EXCELLENT job
keeping non-recyclables out
of their carts. Thanks! Please
remember—NO plastic
bags, caps and lids, plastic
tubs, or dangerous
materials, such as glass or
diabetic needles, should go
into the recycling cart.

Pierce County
Solid Waste Division

9850 64th Street West
University Place, WA 98467

(253) 798-2179

pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us
www.piercecountywa.org/

recycle
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