Be Different,
Buy Different

You may be young, but you are mighty. Young people in
America influence the spending of $300 billion every year—
one out of every three dollars spent! Think about what you
bought last month. Did you buy a CD or DVD? Download
music? Purchase a new video game? Select a new pair of
jeans? Eat out at a restaurant? It’s starting to add up!

Everything that you buy—whether it's a hamburger or a
new desk lamp—comes from somewhere. Do you know
how the beef is raised that became your hamburger? What
do you know about light bulbs or their impact on our
environment?

You are a shopper, so you should be informed. When
you know where things come from and how they are
produced, you can make decisions that are better for the
environment and perhaps easier on your wallet.

To learn more about how youth, especially pre-teens
and teens, can Be, Live, Buy Different—Make a Difference,
visit the website that is designed for you,
www.ibuydifferent.org. You'll find quizzes, fun facts, and
articles. Plus, you'll see how easy it is to take action!

Recycling “know-how™

To be a good recycler, you need to have “know-how.” You
need to know where and how to recycle, as well as what
materials are accepted. Without this

knowledge, you can make
mistakes. For
instance, you might
end up throwing
away something that
you could recycle. Or,
you might put items
that we don’t accept
into your recycling bin,
creating extra work for hauling
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and sorting crews. Worse, you might contaminate other
people’s recyclables, wasting their time and effort
and everyone’s recyclables.
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site. For a list of locations and the
recyclables accepted at each, please go to
www.piercecountywa.org/recycle and click on “disposal
facilities.”

Wherever you recycle, we need you to remember some
basic information. In Pierce
County, we can only
recycle plastic
bottles that have a
“neck,” a top
opening that is
smaller than the
base. Examples
of acceptable
plastics
include pop
bottles, milk
jugs, shampoo
bottles, bleach
bottles, detergent jugs, and even bubble bath bottles. We do
NOT accept other plastics, such as yogurt and margarine
containers.

Please remember to remove and discard caps and lids
from plastic bottles. We ask you to remove these caps for
safety. When plastic bottles are baled for shipment, a cap
left on just one 2-liter bottle can result in an explosion of air
that can shoot the whole big bale of plastic across the
warehouse, endangering workers.

Plastic bottles also need to be thoroughly drained and
rinsed. If just one non-recyclable plastic bottle containing
motor oil ends up getting baled, it will contaminate the
whole bale, causing all 11,400 jugs to be disposed instead of
recycled!

Don’t make recycling mistakes. Make sure you have the
“know-how” to recycle right!







Earth Care

Each day, the Earth takes care of us—providing air, water,
and land where we breathe, eat, sleep, learn, work, and
play. The Earth
takes better care
of us when we
take good care of
it. When we do
our part, we
breathe cleaner
air, drink cleaner
water, and walk
on healthier soil.
That’s why every day we should care for the Earth as
though it were “Earth Day,” which is celebrated each spring
on April 22.

We take good care of the Earth when we think before we
buy, use what we choose wisely, and properly dispose of
our waste. This can include grasscycling, composting,
reducing, reusing, recycling, buying products made from
recycled items (called “buying recycled”), conserving
water, and saving energy.

As you plan to celebrate this Earth Day, find ways you
and your family can take better care of the Earth. Here are
some ideas to help you get started:

® Let our classroom educators introduce you to the
wonders of the environment. We bring the materials
and present lessons on recycling, natural resources,
water quality, and much more. These lessons are fun
and include role-playing, hands-on activities, simple
chemical tests, and games. In addition to our
classroom presentations, we also have a lending
library that is open to the public all year. The library
has videos, books, curriculum guides, activity Kkits,
and more! For information about our classroom
programs or library, call the Pierce County Solid Waste
Division at 253-798-2179, e-mail pcsolidwaste@co.

Pierce County
Solid Waste Division
9850 64th Street West
University Place, WA 98467
(253) 798-2179
pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us

www.piercecounty
wa.org/recycle

pierce.wa.us, or visit www.piercecountywa.org/
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needs, such as appliances,
furniture, toys, games, carpet, windows, and more. Go
to www.2good2toss.com to post and browse items that
still have life left in them. Remember—only adults
should post at 2good2toss.com!
® Adopt-a-Park or Adopt-A-Trail. If you are a member of a
volunteer organization in Pierce County, consider
taking part in these programs. Volunteer groups help
keep our parks and trails well-groomed and safe for the
community to enjoy and also ensure a bright future for
our parks. For more information, call
Pierce County Parks at 253-798-
4176 or visit www.pierce
countywa.org/parks.
® Every spring people
throughout Pierce County
take part in Parks
Appreciation Day. This is
your chance to come
celebrate Earth Day;,
Arbor Day, National Parks
Week, and your local parks in one
fun event. When you take
part, you'll be part of a
major countywide effort,
joining nearly 2,000 other
people who are working in
our local parks at the same
time. To get more
information or to find a
participating park near you, e-mail
Terri Walton at terriw@tacomaparks.com or call 253-
305-1000.
® Organize a neighborhood, park, or school cleanup. Pick
a place and time, get bags for trash and recyclables, and
invite your schoolmates or friends. Ask everyone to
wear gloves to protect their hands. If your family,
school, or youth group would like the assistance of the
Community Assistance and Public Education program,
call 253-798-4636 or go to www.piercecounty
responds.org. We offer assistance
and funds for
disposal costs,
called a litter
credit, to groups that
pick up litter.
® Startaschool-
wide recycling
program. It’s not
as hard as you may
think. If you would like
to start a recycling
program in your school, contact the Pierce County
Solid Waste Division by phone at 253-798-2179 or by
e-mail at pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us. We would be
thrilled to help.




