
Green cleaning
Saving the Earth begins at home. Each of us can do our part every
day to take care of the Earth and protect our own health, too. As
your family gears up for some major spring cleaning in and
around your home, there is a lot you can do to make a difference. 

For starters, try using some of the safer alternatives listed below
to replace many of the hazardous products found in your home.

Alternatives to Hazardous Products 
for the Workshop, Yard & Garden
Product Needed Safer Alternative
Ant Killer Caulk entry points.

Kill visible ants with soapy water or vacuum.
Remove sources of food and water.

Brass/Copper Polish Create a paste with equal parts vinegar, salt and flour; 
rinse well.

Degreaser Use citrus or vegetable-based products.

Fertilizer Compost.
Use organic fertilizer.

Oil-Based Paint Use water-based latex paint.

Paint Strippers Choose strippers without “caution” on the label.

Paint Thinners Avoid thinners by selecting water-based (and water-
cleanup) paints.

Pesticides Rotate plantings.
Choose organic pesticides.
Use bait and traps.
Introduce friendly bugs and birds.

Roach Poison Remove sources of food and water.
Caulk cracks and crevices.
Use boric acid.

Stainless Steel Cleaner Use baking soda.
Polish with olive oil.

Wood Preservative Keep wood dry.
Use borax-based preservatives.
Use cedar or pressure-treated lumber.
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Or better
yet…

Build a “Green Cleaning” kit and
prepare some easy “green”
recipes to replace many harmful
chemical products and make
your home safer. Your family will
also save money.

Go to www.piercecounty
wa.org/hhw to find the Green
Cleaning Kit Recipes and
Construction Plans.

Get rid of household hazardous
waste the right way! For details, 

turn to the back page.





Getting rid of it the right way
Hazardous waste doesn’t belong in recycling bins or trash
cans or down the sink or storm drain.
Hazardous waste,
including household,
garden, and auto-
motive chemicals,
must be disposed at
special facilities. Why?
Because if these
chemicals leak into our
water, spill onto our soil,
or evaporate into our air, living
things (such as people, animals, and plants) can get sick. 

To make it easy for families to get rid of hazardous
materials the right way, there are two drop-off facilities
that accept household hazardous waste (HHW) year-
round:
● Hidden Valley Transfer Station, 17925 Meridian Street

East on South Hill, Puyallup, Tuesdays only, 8 a.m. to
noon and 1 to 3 p.m.

● Tacoma Hazardous Waste Collection Facility, 3510
South Mullen, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Proof of
Pierce County residency required—a parent or adult
must show a Washington State driver’s license.)
At both of these facilities, your family can drop off all of

these items:
● Automotive fluids, including motor oil and antifreeze
● Lawn and garden chemicals, such as fertilizer, plant

food, weed killers, and bug killers
● Household cleaners, such as oven cleaner, furniture

polish, and tub and tile cleaners
● Hobby and home improvement products, such as oil-

based paints (NO latex, please!), glues, photographic
chemicals, and pool chemicals

● Fuels, including gasoline and kerosene
● Pet care products, such as flea sprays and powders
● Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes
● Automotive batteries
● Ni-Cad (nickel-cadmium rechargeable) batteries
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● Used cooking oil
There is no charge to drop off these items. Please keep

them in their original, labeled containers, if possible. Remind
your parents not to mix chemicals together. When loading
these items into your family car or van, place them into a
cardboard box in the trunk or in the very back, as far away
from passengers as possible.

For more information:
● Call the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department’s

Hazardous Waste Hotline at 1-800-287-6429. 
● View the Pierce County Solid Waste Division’s website,

www.pierceountywa.org/hhw, or call 253-798-2179.
● View the City of Tacoma Solid Waste website for more

information about the Tacoma Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility, www.ci.tacoma.wa.us/solidwaste, or
call 253-591-5418.

● View the Hidden Valley Transfer Station’s website at
www.lrilandfill.com, or call 253-847-7555.

Seven steps to garage 
sale success
Now that school is almost out for the year, you might have
some free time. Turn some of that into money-making time—
host a garage sale! A garage sale is a great way for you and
your family to clean up the house, clear out the closets, and
cash in on some of your old and unused stuff. 

Follow these steps to garage sale success:
1. Pick a date that works for the whole family. 
2. Sort your stuff. Make sure that all of the parts are together

for games and small appliances. Wash old clothes and toys. 
3. Price your merchandise. Be reasonable with your prices. A

relatively new DVD might be marked at half what you paid
for it, but a 5-year-old videotape probably should be about
50 cents. Put a tag on every item. If some items are being
sold as a group, such as a set of four plates, be sure to mark
that clearly (“$5 for set of 4”).

4. Advertise your sale. Most devoted garage sale shoppers
check the weekly classifieds to find sales. Also, sale-day
signs in your yard are a great way to help shoppers find
your house. (Please don’t put signs on utility poles—it’s
against the law to post signs on utility poles.)

5. Be prepared on sale day. Have change ready, especially $1
and $5 bills and lots of coins (quarters, dimes, and
nickels). Provide used grocery and shopping bags so that
your shoppers
can easily carry
away their new
treasures.

6. At the end of the
day, post all of your unsold items on our local 2good2toss
website, www.2good2toss.com. You can offer usable items
for sale (up to $99) or for free.

7. Count your money and enjoy!

Pierce County Environmental Education, located in the
Environmental Services Building at 9850 64th St. W. in
University Place, has a lending library that is open to the
public all year long. The library has videos, books,
curriculum guides, activity kits, and much more! For details,
call 253-798-2179, e-mail pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us, or
visit www.piercecountywa.org/enviroed.

Pierce County
Solid Waste Division

9850 64th Street West
University Place, WA 98467

(253) 798-2179
pcsolidwaste@co.pierce.wa.us

www.piercecountywa.org/recycle
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