
Environmental Education 

Water Narrows View Intermediate School 

Partnerships: 

 Pierce Conservation District 

 Woodbrook Native Plant Nursery 

 Pierce County Public Works 

 Chambers Bay Golf Course 

 City of University Place 

Lessons: 

 Ecological footprint simulation 

 Raingarden functions/benefits 

activity 

 Raingarden biodiversity study 

 Water We Doing? 

 Water quality monitoring 

investigation using live 

macroinvertebrates. 

Project: 

 Raingarden maintenance including 

weeding, mulching, and planting 

additional native plants. 

A little mud, drenched clothes and swamped boots couldn’t 

keep these kids from having fun while learning. 

By continuing to care for and maintain the raingarden that 

students built a few years ago, current students and staff at 

Narrows View are carrying on the school’s legacy of protecting 

local waterways.  

In their outdoor classroom, these young “solutionaries” weed, 

mulch, trim and plant as they learn ways to increase 

sustainability efforts throughout the community.  

Under the City of University Place’s “Green UP” initiative, the 

Narrows View raingarden has served to showcase actions that 

homeowners can take in support of sustainable storm water 

management. Since its construction, the raingarden has 

served as an important community outreach and education 

tool that promotes the many benefits of natural yard care 

techniques.  

These students know that in order to make progress toward 

becoming a more sustainable community, residents of 

University Place as well as public and private organizations 

must work together. Through their commitment and 

leadership, these students have inspired many local 

homeowners to increase their use of native plants and install 

their very own raingardens.   


