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• Enhanced Services Facility (ESF)
– Place: Living accommodations (up to 16 beds), treatment, supervision, meals, care, 

counseling
– Residents: 

• Adults with behavioral health disorder or cognitive impairment requiring daily medical 
care or assistance

• Discharged from mental hospital or psychiatric unit
• Serious challenging behaviors but medically or psychiatrically stable

• Interest from health service providers

• Moratorium on ESFs until October 3, 2020 
(Ord. 2020-32 and 2019-75)

Background
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• Must allow group homes and licensed/certified 
mental health care facilities. 
Growth Management Act

• Cannot treat residential structures for disabled 
individuals differently than single-family homes. 
Federal Fair Housing Act and Washington Housing 
Protection Act

Requirements
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• Multi-unit or multi-bed facility providing care and living 
accommodations

• New use type to include ESFs (use levels)

• Moved assisted living, nursing homes, memory care to new 
use type

• Other non-substantive technical changes

• Regulations for other use types would not be changed*

Unincorporated countywide

Residential Care Facilities (code clean-up)
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• Plan for accommodation of residents and safety of 
others

• No residents posing threat or risk; must be stable

• Max 1 ESF per site

• Perimeter landscape buffers (18J.15.040)

• Parking minimums (18A.35)

• Residential design (18J.15.185)

• Definitions (18A.33, 18.25.030)

• Enforcement provisions

• Other minor changes

• Zoning within UGA

Enhanced Services Facilities – General Regulations
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• Level 3: 0-6 beds

– Urban single-family residential zones: permitted

– Urban multi-family residential zones: permitted

– Urban commercial and mixed-use zones: permitted

Enhanced Services Facilities – Zoning 
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• Level 4: 7-16 beds

– Urban single-family residential zones: 
conditionally permitted

– Urban multi-family residential zones: 
conditionally permitted

– Urban commercial and mixed-use zones: 
permitted

Enhanced Services Facilities – Zoning 
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• Clarify Group Homes Use (18A.33)

• Living accommodations for 7 or more people in 
single housekeeping unit

• Help with activities of daily living

• On-site care and support incidental to residence

• Examples and technical changes

• No changes to zoning

Unincorporated countywide

Group Homes
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• Industry notice, news release, interested parties, specific 
stakeholders, newspaper meeting notices (2000+ emails)

• Website (239 visitors)

• Online open house (261 views)

• FAQ

• Public comment/question forms (29 submitted)

• Email subscribe

• Joint LUAC Meeting July 8 (32 attendees)

Outreach Efforts – July 1 kickoff
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https://piercecountywa.gov/6891/Enhanced-Services-Facilities
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e4938baaaee6473a9de3ede10492fb4f
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QUESTIONS?
Erik Jaszewski
(253)798-3752
erik.jaszewski@piercecountywa.gov
piercecountywa.gov/ESF


	Enhanced Services Facilities And Group Homes�Proposed Development Regulations
	Background
	Requirements
	Residential Care Facilities (code clean-up)
	Enhanced Services Facilities – General Regulations
	Enhanced Services Facilities – Zoning 
	Enhanced Services Facilities – Zoning 
	Group Homes
	Outreach Efforts – July 1 kickoff
	Questions?�

