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1. General description of proposal 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires Pierce County to direct urban growth and density into the County’s 
Urban Growth Area, a significant portion of which borders part of JBLM. Furthermore, this section of the base is not 
identified as a training or artillery area according to the most recent JBLM Atlas of training activities. 
 
However, Comprehensive Plan Policy 109.4 states to ‘direct high-density residential, public buildings, and cultural 
facilities land uses away from property abutting the JBLM boundary.’ Since this policy was adopted, the GMA 
incorporated a more flexible procedure for ensuring land use compatibility through coordination with the military 
base commander (RCW 36.70A.530). 

 
2. Write text as it currently appears in the Comprehensive Plan (include element/chapter and Pierce County Code 

citation): 
 
Chapter 2 Land Use Element / Urban, Rural, and Resource / Military Land Designation and Compatibility 

 

LU-109.4.1.1 Direct the following land uses away from property abutting the installation boundary:  

LU-109.4.1.1.1 High density residential; 

LU-109.4.1.1.2 Public buildings (such as schools, medical facilities, public meeting facilities, and 
churches); and 

LU-109.4.1.1.3 Cultural facilities. 
 
3. Write proposed amendment (if new, indicate the proposed location by specifying the document, page number, and 

location on the page): 
 
Chapter 2 Land Use Element / Urban, Rural, and Resource / Military Land Designation and Compatibility 
 

LU-109.4.1.1 Direct the following land uses away from property abutting the installation boundary: A 
comprehensive plan, amendment to a plan, a development regulation, or amendment to a 
development regulation should not allow development in the vicinity of a military installation 
that is incompatible with the installation's ability to carry out its mission requirements. 

LU-109.4.1.1.1 High density residential; 

LU-109.4.1.1.2 Public buildings (such as schools, medical facilities, public meeting facilities, and 
churches); and 

LU-109.4.1.1.3 Cultural facilities. 
 
4. Why is the text amendment needed and being proposed? 

RCW 36.70A.530 of the GMA cites the military’s significant role in the economy and declares a state priority to prevent 
incompatible development near military installations. Incompatible development also poses health and safety 
concerns for neighboring community members and military personnel operating or training for active duty. Ongoing 
communication and collaborative planning is critical to understanding civilian-military interests in the landscape they 
share. The proposed amendment recognizes the need to fulfill GMA’s goals and to enhance consistency with GMA 
requirements, while at the same time ensures compatibility between military operations and surrounding land uses. 
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